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18 DAY MALAWI CONSERVATION TOUR 

Highlights 
Vwaza Marsh wildlife reserve 

Chitimba Culture 

Nyika Plateau and National Park 

Lake Malawi and Nhkata Bay 

Thuma and Dedza-Salima wilderness and rewilding programme 

Liwonde National Park 

Majete Wildlife Reserve 

 

Experience an unforgettable journey through Malawi, a country not crowded by tourists. 

Malawi holds the promise of lots of wildlife, including the Big Five, one of the largest tropical 

sweet water lakes in Africa and an unspoilt wilderness experience. 

All waiting for you to be discovered. 

This trip combines highlights and destinations not offered by any other tour operator or travel 

agency. It also combines simple accommodations in the midst of nature with the luxury of a 

private chauffeur and guide/cook. All this against a very competitive price. 
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Itinerary 

DAY 1: LILONGWE – KASUNGU NATIONAL PARK 

After your breakfast you will be collected from your accommodation by your chauffeur and 

guide. They will drive you to the Kasungu National Park  the second-largest protected nature 

reserve in Malawi. Years of poaching have decimated wildlife populations, but since 2016, the 

International Fund for Animal Welfare is fighting back with extremely encouraging results. 

Wildlife numbers are on the rise. 

You will be accommodated at Lifupa Conservation Lodge, right on the lake where you will 

enjoy lots of Elephant, Hippo, antelopes and perhaps a few Zebra. 

Depending on the time of arrival you could take an optional excursion to Black Rock,  inside 

the park, and watch the most beautiful sunset in probably all of Malawi. Black Rock is made 

from black granite and has a height of 75 meters. From there you have an amazing view over 

Kasungu National Park right up to the Wang’ombe Mountain Range on the Zambian border. 

 

DAY 2: KASUNGU NATIONAL PARK – LAKE MALAWI 

After breakfast and a morning game drive towards the exit of the National Park, you will 

continue the tour to Chitimba on Lake Malawi, high up in the north of Malawi. 

You will be staying at Chitimba Lodge and Camp, a relaxing place right on the lake, owned by a 

Dutch photographer. 

After your arrival you can unwind and enjoy the views, the colours and the atmosphere. 
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DAY 3: CHITIMBA 

If you want adventure, your guide will explore with you the trails in the natural surroundings 

of the famous Livingstone Mountains. Enjoy the spectacular views on Lake Malawi while 

hiking to Livingstonia, an old missionary post, the Manchewe falls or the Chombe Mountain. 

You can also enjoy other activities such as  the village walk, woodcarving lessons or a visit to 

the witchdoctor. 

There is a beach volleyball court in front of the bar or you can play beach soccer with the local 

people. 

Feel free to walk along the beach past the fishing villages and do some bird watching along the 

way. 
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DAY 4: CHITIMBA – NYIKA NATIONAL PARK 

Enjoy your breakfast and afterwards say goodbye to Chitimba. We will drive for about 150 

kilometres into the Nyika National Park, which is made up entirely by a highland plateau. This 

area is famous for its Eland antelope, zebra herds, roan antelope and leopards. 

In 2017 a large herd of Elephant has been translocated from other areas in Malawi onto the 

Nyika Plateau to strengthen the small population of elephants already present. 

Nyika has also been designated as a Trans frontier Peace Park and encompasses areas in 

Zambia and Malawi. 

You will stay at Chelinda Lodge for the next couple of nights. 

During the evening you can book a night drive at your own expense in search of all the 

creatures of the night, including the elusive leopard. Your best chance of spotting a leopard in 

Africa is actually here in Nyika. 

 

DAY 5: NYIKA 

Today your guide can show you the options regarding walking safari or even a safari by bike. If 

you don't fancy anything strenuous, then your chauffeur and guide can take you on a jeep 

safari through the park in search for zebra, roan antelope or perhaps a herd of elephants. 
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DAY 6: NYIKA – VWAZA RESERVE 

You will pack again and hop in the vehicle for a relatively short drive to Vwaza Marsh Reserve. 

This reserve borders the Nyika National Park but presents a whole different ecosystem. 

On the way provisions will be bought for today and tomorrow.  

You will drive up to Lake Kazuni Safari Camp in the middle of the reserve. The camp's simple 

en-suite, thatch-and-brick twin cabanas are perfectly positioned on the lakeshore. 

On most days you can just sit on your veranda and see crocodiles lying out in the sun, hippos 

popping their heads out of the water, and a steady parade of animals coming down for a drink. 

Dinner will be prepared by your guide or by somebody from the camp staff. 

 

DAY 7: VWAZA RESERVE 

Enjoy the wildlife in this reserve while on a jeep safari. If you want you can enjoy an optional 

walking safari, accompanied by a Reserve ranger. This can be arranged for an additional $ 10 

per person. 

In the evening laze around the campfire and enjoy the sounds of the African night setting in. 
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DAY 8: VWAZA RESERVE – NKHATA BAY  

Enjoy your breakfast while waking up amidst the sounds of the wilderness coming back to life. 

After you have finished your breakfast an easy drive will bring you to Nkhata Bay on 

Lake Malawi. It has a wonderful carving market and a bustling almost Caribbean feel to it. 

Situated next to the town is a beautiful sand beach where you will be staying at Mayoke Village 

or similar, right on the lake. 

 

DAY 9: NKHATA BAY  

Enough to do at Nkhata Bay, be it snorkelling, cliff jumping, diving, fish-eagle feeding, 

kayaking or forest walks. If you fancy something else, Kelvin offers drumming sessions and 

lessons, and instruction in woodcarving and painting, at One Love cafe. 

Snorkelling equipment, canoes and rowing boat are provided for free. The water temperature 

varies between 21 and 26 degrees, so take a dive and enjoy. 
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DAY 10: NKHATA BAY – THUMA  

It takes about a half days driving to reach Thuma Forest reserve and attached Dedza-Salima 

Forest Reserve. Together they span no less than 70,000 hectares. 

Animals were threatened by heavy poaching and elephants even avoided the area until the 

Wildlife Action Group Malawi stepped in and took over management of the area. 

The area is now populated again by elephants, herds of buffalo, antelope species, leopards, 

hyenas, baboons, monkeys and a variety of birds. 

Reintroductions of zebra, sable antelope, roan antelope and waterbuck are underway. 

Earth Travels has become a proud Trustee of Wildlife Action Group Malawi to support the 

further restoration of this wonderful area. 

You will certainly meet the people of WAG Malawi and their manager Lynn Clifford. 

 

DAY 11: THUMA  

You can go on a hike to a camp in the middle of the reserve. Alternatively you can go on a 

shorter walking safari and visit a nearby natural rock formation with splendid views over the 

hills and valleys of Thuma Forest Reserve. 

 

http://www.earthsafari.eu/
mailto:info@earthsafari.eu


 

 

 

 

Earth Safari www.earthsafari.eu Chamber of Commerce: 69012822 
De Geerkamp 1052 info@earthsafari.eu IBAN: NL87INGB0007928980 
6545HC Nijmegen 0031 6 36180142 BIC/SWIFT: INGBNL2A 
The Netherlands 

DAY 12: THUMA  

If you chose to hike the day before, then today you will hike back to base camp. Alternatively 

you can go on a walking safari or just lounge and enjoy the wildlife passing by, the birds and 

the tranquillity of the area. 

 

DAY 13: THUMA – LIWONDE NATIONAL PARK  

Today it is time to say goodbye to the wonderful people of Wildlife Action Group Malawi. We 

will drive to one of the highlights of this tour, Liwonde National Park, taking lunch enroute. 

This is one of the oldest and best national parks in Malawi. Management has been taken over 

by African Parks and that means that cheetah and lions have been reintroduced. Black Rhino 

were brought back quite a number of years ago and are doing well. 

You will stay in a lodge and camp in the middle of the park. 
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DAY 14: LIWONDE 

Today you have multiple options. You can take a boat safari on the Shire River (optional) 

where you will quite literally be immersed in elephants and antelope on the banks of the river 

and hippo in the water. Or you can take the jeep and drive through the park to spot the many 

antelope species, buffalo and elephants. 

 

DAY 15: LIWONDE – MAJETE 

We have to leave Liwonde National Park, but the safari experience doesn't end here. 

A mere 4 hours driving will bring you to Majete Wildlife Reserve. African Parks took over 

management of this reserve in 2003 and since then animal populations have exploded and the 

Big Five has returned. This is truly an African Parks success story. 

As soon as you enter the park, your route towards the campsite will be one long game drive. 

The campsite is owned and operated by a local community. So next to contributing to nature 

and wildlife protection, you will also be contributing to community resilience. 
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DAY 16: MAJETE 

Today the options are endless. People anxious to tick off their wildlife and big five check boxes 

will have plenty of opportunity to do that in Majete. You can go on a jeep safari, boat safari, 

night drive or walking safari. Just ask your guide for advice. 

 

DAY 17: MAJETE  

More wildlife on the menu today. 

In the afternoon you will visit a tea factory and get a taste of how true tea is harvested and 

produced. 

 

DAY 18: MAJETE – LILONGWE 

Sadly, all good things come to an end and we will head back to the capital Lilongwe where 

your journey ends. 

Depending on when you will be flying home, you will either be brought directly to the airport 

or to a hotel. 

We hope you enjoyed your round trip and you will be full of fond memories of what is 

rightfully called the Warm Heart of Africa. 
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Price 
€ 2000,- per person from 4 pax 

€ 2500,- per person from 2 pax 

Included 
 All transportation  

 Services of an experienced guide and cook  

 All accommodations mentioned in the itinerary  

 3 meals per day and bottled mineral water  

 Jeep safaris as stated in the itinerary  

Excluded 

 International flight  

 Malawi visa (if required) 

 Arrival and departure hotel in Lilongwe (can be arranged) 

 Additional boat or walking safaris  

 Alcoholic beverages  

 Tips and gratuities 
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